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Abstract

Key-words: Anthracotheriidae; Brachyodus onoideus; lower Miocene; Western Europe; Portugal.

This paper deals with B. onoideus specimens from Portugal. This species occurs in the Lisbon area (in the upper part ofthe lower
Miocene, ca.18 to 17.6 Ma) in a very accurate stratigraphic framing (age, lithostratigraphic, climatic and palaeoecologic control
being most complete). Some mandibular dental size variation, sex characters, functional interpretation, ecology and predation,
chemical corrosion, and extinction are discussed.

Resumo

Palavras-chave: Anthracotheriidae; Brachyodus onoideus; Miocenico inferior; Europa ocidental; Portugal.

Esta nota trata de especimes de B. onoideus recolhidos em Portugal. A especie ocorre na parte superior do Miocenico inferior da
regiao de Lisboa (ca.17.6 Ma a 18 Ma), em enquadramento estratigratico particularrnente preciso e sob quase ·completo controlo
litostratigrafico, cronologico, climatico e paleoecologico. Varias;oes de tamanho dos dentes mandibulares, caracteres sexuais,
interpretas;ao funcional, ecologia e predas;ao, corrosao, bern como a extins;ao sao discutidos.

1. Introduction

Brachyodus onoideus (Gervais, 1859) is the last
european Anthracothere. The type was collected at
Eggenburg,Austria (Deperet, 1895). The species is known
from the upper part ofthe European Lower Miocene, from
Austria to Portugal.

In France, Brachyodus onoideus was referred to by
authors among which Stehlin (1907), Mayet (1908),
Richard (1948) and Ginsburg (1989). It is common in the
lower part of the "Sables de l'Orleanais" (Loire basin),

and at the continental "molasses", "niveau 11= niveau du
calcaire de Herret", according to Crouzel (1957).

In Spain, data about Brachyodus onoideus are
very scarce and concern the Navarra region (Golpe,
1975, p. 42).

In Portugal, the same species occurs in the Upper
Burdigalian ofthe Lower Tagus basin, IVb local unit, near
Lisbon (Zbyszewski, 1949; Antunes, Addendum in
Antunes et al., 1996).

Other lower Miocene Brachyodus species are known
from Egypt (Fourtau, 1920). The genus still lived in
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